
 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

BLACKAIFEST 2026: International AI 

Film Academy Awards Announces the UK 

as Primary Host for Second Edition 

The International AI Film Academy Festival & Awards (BLACKAIFEST) invites 

global submissions for its 2026 event, themed "Here and Now," celebrating human 

innovation in AI-driven storytelling. 

KENT, UK – October 13th, 2025 – The International AI Film Academy Festival & Awards 

(BLACKAIFEST), also known as the "AI Film Academy Awards," is set to return for its 

second edition, establishing the UK as the primary host location on August 1st and 2nd, 

2026. This established and groundbreaking annual event aims to demonstrate how artificial 

intelligence (AI) is revolutionizing creative storytelling and driving progress in the global 

creative industry. 

BLACKAIFEST, curated by the producer of the renowned Realtime International Film 

Festival (RTF), is committed to a highly professional outlook characterized by class and 

poise, ensuring that AI Filmmakers are held in high esteem. 

A Celebration of Human-Centric AI Innovation 

The festival emphasizes niche representation and inclusiveness. A core philosophy of 

BLACKAIFEST is keeping the tool (AI) as a puppet in the hands of the puppeteers—us, 

humans!. Open to global submissions, the awards honour the creativity and innovation of 

human talent in crafting new forms of storytelling with AI. 

The event will feature a wide array of activities, including screenings, exhibitions, 

workshops, panel discussions, and award ceremonies, utilizing the heart of the UK's cutting-

edge facilities. While the festival integrates both physical and virtual elements to promote 

accessibility and encourage global involvement, the Red-Carpet Awards must be attended 

in-person. 



Prestigious Awards and Diverse Categories 

BLACKAIFEST maintains its status as an academy and offers highly sought-after 

recognition. Regarding awards, there are 21 categories dedicated to honouring outstanding 

AI creations across diverse media. 

The scope of submissions is broad, ranging from AI-crafted live-action short films to award-

winning AI-generated comic books. The festival particularly highlights the harmony 

between human creativity and machine innovation, featuring categories that honour the 

significant integration of AI in: 

• Live-action shorts 

• Feature films 

• Documentaries 

• Commercials 

• Animated productions 

Recipients of awards—ranging from honourable mention recipients to nominees and 

winners—receive rewards including certificates, medals, plaques, and the academy's 

exclusive BlackAI academy awards, known as the BLAIKs. Winners also receive a 

glamorous Trophy, described as one of the best available. 

Building on Inaugural Success 

The inaugural first edition of the festival, organized by Mighty Jot and RTF, was themed 

"RAVEN" has occurred twice in 2025. A curated edition was first held on June 21, 2025, in 

Worcester as part of the Neo-Nolly Fest, showcasing submissions received before the 

extended deadlines. 

The main edition took place in Kent from October 11 to 12, 2025, strategically coinciding 

with the Black History Month celebrations. The films featured in the June showcase were 

also screened in October, during which winners in various categories received certificates, 

awards, and trophies. The closing events saw the official launch of the Kent campus of the 

AI Film Academy on October 19, 2025, following an exciting workshop with registered 

learners and attended by Councilor Karen Watson, the Mayor of Swale, Kent.  

The Mayor, in her speech, praised the organizers and highlighted the significance of the 

festival's vision in providing training opportunities for young people. She stated that 

establishing an AI film academy could guide the younger generation's energy, keep them 

productively engaged, and deter them from negative influences. She promised her support 

and vowed to inform her colleagues, including the Members of Parliament, about the 

festival's goals. Stanley Ohikhuare, the festival organizer, reiterated his dedication to utilizing 

his skills to support the initiatives of various charities and non-profits in the borough, aiming 

to make a meaningful impact on society as he has done in the borough since 2023, through 

his Film Resolve Creative Academy & Workshops. 

The academy's AI film training will be conducted by Stanley Ohikhuare, the festival’s 

founder, with Faith Uche-Nwosu managing the logistics and administration of the creative 

academy. 



Filmmakers and creators are urged to seize this chance to experience the remarkable rise of 

AI in global storytelling. Submissions are open today to be part of an unforgettable 

experience in the United Kingdom come August 1st and 2nd, 2026. 

 

About BLACKAIFEST 

The International AI Film Academy Festival & Awards (BLACKAIFEST) is an academy 

dedicated to maintaining a professional outlook and celebrating the creativity and innovation 

of human talent utilizing Artificial Intelligence. The event focuses on niche representation, 

inclusiveness, and advancing the global creative industry. 

Contact 

[Stanley Ohikhuare/Founder, BlackAIfest] [blackaifest@gmail.com] [0800 001 6129] 

 
 

PICTURES FROM THE EVENT 

 

Photo - From left to right: BEST AI SHORT MOVIE WINNER (Andrea Verardi from Italy), The Mayor 

of Swale, Councillor. Karen Watson and Stanley Ohikhuare, the founder of BlackAIfest AI 

Academy. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo - From left to right: The Mayor of Swale, Councillor. Karen Watson and Stanley Ohikhuare, 

the founder of BlackAIfest AI Academy, at the Closing Ceremony of BlackAIfest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo – The AI Academy Award, also known as the “BLAIKs” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo - From left to right: BEST AI SHORT MOVIE WINNER (Andrea Verardi from Italy), The Mayor 

of Swale, Councillor. Karen Watson and Stanley Ohikhuare, the founder of BlackAIfest AI 

Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo - From left to right: BEST AI SHORT MOVIE WINNER (Andrea Verardi from Italy), The Deputy 

Mayor of Swale, Councillor. Derek Carnell, Stanley Ohikhuare, the founder of BlackAIfest AI Fest, 

and Faith Uche-Nwosu, Administrator of the Ken Campus of the AI Film Academy. 



 

 


